
 

 
 
Convener 
Economy, Energy and Fair Work Committee 
The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh  
EH99 1SP 
 
Email: economyenergyandfairwork@parliament.scot   
 
 
 
20 August 2020 
 

 

Dear Convener 

Timetable for laying Highlands and Islands Enterprise 2019/20 Annual Report 

and Accounts in Parliament 

As you may be aware, the statutory deadline for laying Highlands and Islands Enterprise 

(HIE) audited accounts in Parliament is 31 December following the end of the financial year 

in question.  HIE’s financial year 2019/20 ended on 31 March 2020 and therefore the audited 

accounts must be laid in Parliament before 31 December 2020. Historically, HIE’s audited 

accounts were laid in Parliament in October in line with the requirements of the Framework 

Agreement in place with the Scottish Government.  In 2017 the then convener of the 

Economy, Jobs and Fair Work Committee wrote requesting that HIE bring forward this 

timetable such that its audited accounts for 2017/18 could be laid in Parliament by 31 August 

2018 and therefore be available for the Committee as part of its evidence gathering for their 

meeting in September 2018.  The timetable was brought forward, and the accelerated 

timetable was achieved in August 2018.  The same timetable was also met for the 2018/19 

accounts. 

The timetable for the 2019/20 accounts was originally set out in a similar vein, with the aim 

of having audited accounts laid in Parliament by 31 August 2020 and therefore available to 

the Committee for its September meeting.  Unfortunately, this plan has been disrupted by 

the impact of COVID-19.  This has required office closures for both HIE and our external 

auditors (Audit Scotland).  HIE have been working closely with Audit Scotland to minimise 

the impact of this on our annual accounts and audit process. We have implemented a 

number of new processes to mitigate any potential delays in the Annual Accounts and Audit 

timetable.  However, it has not been possible to maintain the planned timetable. Audit 

Scotland started our annual audit a week later than normal and the audit will be three weeks 

longer than in the previous year.  
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At the moment, the most likely date for laying the audited accounts in Parliament will be at 

the end of September or early October. This is to allow for the impact of remote working on 

both HIE and Audit Scotland staff and is based on Audit Scotland’s initial experience of 

auditing remotely.  

I apologise in advance for any impact this may have on the Committee’s work for 2020. HIE 

fully expect to revert to our usual timetable for the laying of our 2020-21 Annual Accounts on 

31 August 2021.  If you wish to discuss this issue, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

I am copying this letter to the Conveners of the Rural Economy and Connectivity Committee 

and COVID-19 Committee also, for information.    

 

 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Charlotte Wright 
Chief Executive 
 
Email: charlotte.wright@hient.co.uk 

  
 


